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The archaeological site of Pacopampa, Peru ©Pacopampa Archaeological Project
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The remains of East Buddha of Bamiyan, Afghanistan



Japan’s International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage

A rich diversity of culture has been passed down
through succession. Today, many attempts are being
made at international cooperation to protect cultural
heritage as the shared property of all humanity under
a framework that transcends national borders.

Due to the expanding concept of cultural heritage
and the increasingly diverse modes of practical
cooperation, it is essential to support the protection
and utilization of cultural heritage through partner-
ships with various parties in Japan and cooperation
among experts extending beyond the boundaries of

individual fields of academic study.
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Damaged mosque by Tsunami in Sulawesi, Indonesia
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Partners from across Japan
helping to save irreplaceable
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C u l tu r al h e r lt a ge Workshop on measurement survey, Kyrgyzstan

Japan’s Act on the Promotion of International Coop-
eration for Protection of Cultural Heritage Abroad was
enacted in June 2006.

This law aims to enable Japan to expand its interna-
tional cooperation activities by using the knowledge,
technologies, experience, and other assets accumulated
to protect overseas cultural heritage in danger of being
damaged or lost.

The Japan Consortium for International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage (JCIC-Heritage) was established at
the same time to further facilitate cooperation. Since
then, the Consortium has created ties among various
actors working in the field of international cooperation in
cultural heritage.

These actors include universities, research institutions,
public organizations and private-sector aid organizations.
Under this framework, the Consortium has contributed
significantly to the enhancement of Japan’s international
cooperation. PRI E Y — 2> 2y T OBT (Frr=7)

Workshop on textile conservation practice, Armenia
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Consortium organization

In order to share and discuss the latest information on
the conservation of cultural heritage, the Consortium
encompasses a wide variety of partners across Japan by
holding meetings throughout the year under its central
committees including the Steering Committee, which
represents its membership, the Subcommittee for

Planning, and 6 regional subcommittees.
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Governance structure of JCIC-Heritage
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Tshechu festival, Bhutan
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Consortium missions

The Consortium has accumulated information overseas
concerning what is needed for the cultural heritage conservation
around the world and what type of cooperation Japan can poten-
tially do. Related information and the results of studies are shared
among experts by publishing reports on its website.

In addition, the Consortium has held seminars and international
symposia as well as forums inviting key figures in the field of in-
ternational cooperation in cultural heritage as speakers in order to
disseminate importance of Japan’s overseas activities to safeguard

cultural heritage to specialists and the general public.
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To connect
Network building

HERRLODEET  Scene from Steering Committee
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The Consortium has built an integrated network across universities, research institutions,
public institutions (administrative agencies and independent administrative agencies),
agencies that support international cooperation (private-sector corporations, NGOs, and
NPOs), private-sector aid organizations, and other members.

Responsible researchers and staff from those organizations attend meetings under
different committees, subcommittees and projects and engage in extensive discussion on
how Japan should deploy heritage cooperation internationally, addressing issues in individu-
al regions as well as those spanning regional boundaries, in line with the global trends in the
protection of cultural heritage.

We are striving to implement activities through a Japan-wide structure by strengthening

ties with various related agencies.
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As part of its missions, the Consortium collects information and
conducts research on the initiatives and demands of other coun-
tries/ regions with regard to international cooperation in cultural b |

heritage thorough field surveys and publishes it in reports and its a. FH BRI E ) OP L (T %)
dhtalbree, b. 7 v ~7 7 3 it EELEEWH OB (=2 7H)

X a. Investigation for the Kasubi Tomb, Uganda
We have conducted research on the following three purposes: 8 &

b. Restoration of mural paintings in the Western

i) surveys to understand the conditions and needs of partner coun- Velley of the Kings, Egypt

tries on the conservation of cultural heritage for cooperation,

ii) surveys to examine the types of overseas cooperation projects by countries

providing aids, their legal structure, and domestic systems for implementation of

projects, and iii) surveys on the restoration of damaged cultural heritage where T

cultural heritage is damaged by earthquakes, flooding, or other natural disasters. WEB 4
Reports on previous research are available on the Consortium’s website. Since

its foundation, the Consortium has conducted research in numerous countries.

Especually in recent years, the research themes have been revised, reflecting the

changes of the global situation.

B FE P A DBk T (FE)  Investigation at the ancient Luoyang City, China
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The Consortium has developed a database of various types of fundamental
information related to international cooperation in cultural heritage where its
members can search through an integrated web system. The database makes
it possible to search the data collected to date on more than 2500 projects,

by project, researcher, organization, cooperation partner country, cultural
heritage, and literature. We aim to enhance data included in the system to
provide useful information to experts and investigators as well as to anyone

interested in cultural heritage.
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a. Restoration work at the Northern Library of Bayon, Angkor, Cambodia b. Training for restoration of mural paintings, Myammar c. Investigation in the Mogao Caves, China d. The North Acropolis, Tikal, Guatemala 10
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To Communicate
Public relations and dissemination

a We hold symposia and research seminars on inter-
national cooperation in cultural heritage, not only for members but also for the general
public.
Each of our symposia reflects a theme chosen based on international trends, to commu-
nicate the importance of activities to protect cultural heritage to participants from various
fields. They include reports from national and international experts active at the forefront
of respective regions and fields as well as key personnel from administrative agencies.
Our seminars serve as venues for more detailed discussion and provide the latest
information for experts. The past symposium and seminars reports are available on
our website. B - T RIED)
In addition to this, we distribute an e-newsletter related to international coopera- WEB %4t
tion in cultural heritage and news from overseas for members about once a fortnight,
and we regularly update our website and social media to provide users with informa-

tion on various aspects of international cooperation.

a. B26 MBI EXDOMT b FHITCHEE S v ATV LOMKT

i a. Scene from the 26th seminar b. Scene from the Symposium in 2019
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I Consortium History

Panel discussion held by the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan on
the promotion of international cooperation in cultural properties
Meeting “Promotion of International Cooperation in Cultural

Panel discussion held by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on promoting
cultural diplomacy

Alliance of Diet members formed by the Democratic Party of Japan
on the promotion of international cooperation in cultural properties
Suprapartisan panel discussion held on the Act on the Promotion of
International Cooperation for Protection of Cultural Heritage Abroad
Act on the Promotion of International Cooperation for Protection of
Cultural Heritage Abroad passed by the Diet

Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage

HIRAYAMA Ikuo took office as the first Chairperson

Basic Policy on the Promotion of International Cooperation for Protec-
tion of Cultural Heritage Abroad issued (Ministry of Foreign Affairs/
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Notifi-
cation No. 1, December 25, 2007)

ISHIZAWA Yoshiaki took office as the second Chairperson

Basic Policy on the Promotion of International Cooperation for Protec-
tion of Cultural Heritage Abroad issued (Second Basic Policy; Ministry
of Foreign Affairs/Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology Notification No. 1, February 21, 2014)

AOYAGI Masanori took office as the third Chairperson

The Consortium has a membership targeting

organizations and individuals involved in the
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over 500 members including research centers,
foundations, and organizations as well as stu-

dents. If you are interested, please contact the

A IHHEOL AR EEBEH Davyy —v 7 b5 HER JCIC-Heritage secretariat.
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Japan Consortium

for International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage
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13-43 Uenokoen, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-8713, Japan
c/o Independent Administrative Institution National
Institutes for Cultural Heritage Tokyo National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Tel. +81-3-3823-4841

Fax. +81-3-3823-4027

Email consortium_tobunken@nich.go.jp
https://www.jcic-heritage.jp
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Tokyo National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties
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