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The Working Processes of the Korean Folk Potter

Filmed by Professor Ron Du Bois of Oklahoma State University in 1974, an earlier and shorter educational version of
this film was widely shown in pottery courses in the 1970s and ‘80s.

Marty Gross approached Ron Du Bois for permission to restore the film and all the unused original footage with
the idea of making a new and complete work on the production of Korean Onggi pottery used for the pickling of
vegetables so essential to Korean cuisine. With the cooperation of the Center for Folk Life and Cultural Heritage at the

Smithsonian Institution, where all the original 16mm film footage is held, the Mingei Film Archive Project produced
new 2K digital transfers of all the original footage from 1974.

More than 90 minutes of film footage was edited to shape “The Working Processes of the Korean Folk Potter, 1974”
which shows the complete cycle of pottery making at several kiln sites around Seoul. This newly assembled film now

includes a narrative commentary by Korean potter Bae Yeonshik who explains in detail the Onggi making process and
shares his memories of the times.
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Marty Gross is a film maker and educator based in Toronto and Tokyo.
His films include Potters at Work and The Lovers’Exile.

In his current project, the Mingei Film Archive he is restoring and enhancing
films on pottery practices in the 20th century with an emphasis on the folk potters
of Japan and Korea and their worldwide influence.

The Mingei Film Archive currently consists of over 60 films in Japanese, English
and Korean covering the period 1925~1976.
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