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To receive the Saito Hideo Memorial Fund Award is such an honor.

Across the globe, Maestro Saito Hideo' s conducting technique has had a profound effect on
music making. While I did not have the privilege of meeting the legend, his pedagogy is
exercised, appreciated, and creates beautiful music. Through him and Maestro Ozawa, a young
Japanese conductor like myself has any chance of building a career outside Japan.

In my early days of becoming interested in conducting, I would often watch videos of Maestro
Ozawa and mimic his gestures to understand what it is like to create music this way. Therefore,
the Saito Method has been an influential part of my musical journey.

I still have so much to learn and I will continue to strive to embody the composer’ s spirit
and to bring his or her compositions to life for my entire career. With the Saito Hideo

Memorial Fund Award, I am able to hone and develop my skills as an artist. Thank you.
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Keitaro HARADA, Conductor
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